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Dr MacNicholas has had a long involvement with the three parallel strands in parking 

provision and management. Firstly, as a consultant he has advised Planning 

Authorities on the location and quantum of parking to be provided. Secondly, he has 

also been involved in the financial analysis, design, development and management of 

parking provided by the private sector. Finally, as an academic he has had a long-term 

interest in the understanding and description of parking systems. 

 

He is uniquely placed as a result to try to generate an interest in parking research at 

ETH, commensurate with its importance in transportation planning.  The emphasis in 

the research ought to be a bridging of the gap between the applied and business 

aspects of parking, and the intellectually demanding task of modelling parking 

behaviour in response to supply, and time or price controls. 

 

Dr MacNicholas is a graduate of University College, Dublin, University of 

Birmingham and University of Ulster.  He has worked at different stages in the UK, 

USA and Ireland. He has had many years experience in the traffic 

engineering/transportation area, including important roles as Transport Consultant to 

the European Commission supported programme for the development of Ireland’s 

transport system. He is currently engaged in producing a book on Parking System 

Analysis. 

 

 


